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S1R, 


HE Deſign which the Au- 
thor of = defence of Mil- 
ton's Life protciles that he 
had, in writing that part of his Book 
which relates to the Writings of the 
Primitive Fathers, and the Canon of 
- the New Teſtament, was only to 
yindicate himſelf. from the Chand | 
of denying the Scripture and declaring 
his doubt that ſeveral pieces under the 
name of Chrift and his Apofiles, re. 
cieved now by the whole C briflian 
C —_ are ſuppoſititious ; by ſhew- 
chat whar he had ſaid in the Lite 
of Milton, concerning the fpuriouſ- 
nel of ſeveral pieces under the name of 
Chrifl and his Apofiles, was mcant 
not of thoſe Writings which arc ow 
received by the whole Chriftian Church, 
but of thoſe ans Pieces , 
B 2 * which 
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which were in many places received 
and approved in the Primitive Times. 
m_ Is _ _ Author profeſſes to -. 
be the only deſign of this part of 
his Book : And though for _ 

ſake I cannot bur heartily wiſh it 
were really no other ; yet becauſe 
there are ſeveral Paſſages, wherein 
he cither ſo cxpreſles the very ſlight 
eſteem that he has for the Primitive 


Fathers, as ſeems to refle&t upon our "| 


Religion it ſelf; or raiſes ſuch doubts 
about rhe _ of the Canon 
of the New Teſtament, as Hereticks 
(to uſe his own words) may draw miſ- 
chievous inferences from, and by 
which Scawples may be. put into the 
minds of Sincere Chriftians ; I have 
therefore ſent you ſuch ſhort re- 
marks as upon reading the Book 
have occurred to mc, and as I hope 
may be of ſome uſe to others on 


this Occaſion. 
Tho 


Yd 


bn Fa... 29A. 3. 
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- The Principal Propoſitions. 
which our- Author maintains, and 
"which I thought moſt to deſerve 

Cond deration, are'theſe three. 

 Firft, That the" Books aſcribed.Pag. 39, 

to the Difciples and Companions of*” 

the Apofiles , which are flill extant, 


ond at this time thought genuine, 


and of great Authority; ſuch as the 
Epifile of Clemens to the Corin- 
thians, the Epifiles ' of Ignatius; 


the Epiſtle of Polycarp 40 the Phi- 


lippians, the Paſtor of Hermas; 
and the Epifile of Barnabas ; for 


abour. the reſt which -he mcatis 


ons, there 's no great Contra? 
verſic ;) are all very eafily proved 
to be ſpurious, and fraudulently im- 
poſed upon the credulons. 
Secondly, That 'tis the eaſieſt pag; 18, 
task in_the world, to jew the ieno- 
rance and ſuperſiition of the Wri- 
ters of theje Books : That Barna pag. 43. 
bas has many ridi-ulous paſſages ; 
A 3 and 
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and by ſaying that the Apoſtles be- 
fore theirConver ſton were the greateſt 


fenners in nature, robs ws of au ar- 


gument we draw from their integri- 
ty and ſimplicity againſt Infidels : 
That the Paſtor of Hermas is the 
filieft Book in the World: And 


. that Ignatius ſays, the Virginity of 


Mary was @ fecret to the Del ; 


which, I ſuppoſe, he cites as a *Þ 


ridiculous ſaying. 

- Thirdly, That they who think 
theſe Books genuine, ought to re- 
ceive them into the Canon of Scrip* 
ture, fince the reputcd Authors of 
them were the Companions and fel- 
fow-labourers of the Apoſtles, as well 
as St. Mark, or St. Luke, which 
is the only reaſon he ever heard of, 


. Why theſe two Evangcliſts arc 


thought Inſpired. For to ſay that 
theſe Books ought not to be received 
mow into the Canon , becauſe the 
Ancients did not think fit to approve 


them, 


— — 


CO TW? 
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them, is but a mere evaſion ; ſince 
many Books now received as Cano- 
nical, were not approved by the An- 
cients 1 and ſome received by the pag, 57; 


| Ancients, are now rejedted b\ the 


Moderns ; and Mr, Dodrel OWNS, pag: 73« 
that anciently no difference was put , 

by the Church between the Apocry- 

phel and Canonical Books of the 

New Teſtament :: and bclides, no 

flreſs can be laid on the Teſtimony 

of the Fathers , ſince they not only pag, 0; 
contradift one another, but are often 
inconſiſtent with themſelves in their | 
relations of the wery ſame fails; 
were divided into various Setts, P38: 56. 
who in thoſe early days did, like us, 
condemn one another for damnable 


' ereticks; uſed to reaſon precari- 


oufly, (as Irenxus the famous Suc p. 50,51: 
ceſſor of the Apoſfiles, argues from 
the four Regions of the World, and 


the four Winds, that there cannot be 


more nor fewer than four Goſpels) 
4 an 
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. and give hard names to thoſe who 
contemn ach precarious reaſon- 
Tp. © "4 TSR TIRES 
Theſe arc the principal Afﬀerti- 
ons of our. Author , which be- 
cauſe they ſeem to me not only 
to be falic, but alfo to be propo- 
ſed with too bold a liberty of 
. Paſling cenſures upon the-judg- 
ment both of- the” ancient and 
modern Church; 1 ſhall there- 
fore in anſwer-to them, and for'a 
Vindication of the Primitive Fa- 
thers and Modern Doctors of the 
Chriſtian Church, with fubnuſfi- 
on advance theſe three Propo. 
ſitions. | 
Firſt, that though we are not 
infallibly certain , that the Epr 
ſtles of Clemens, Ignatius, Polycarp 
and Barnabas, with the Paſtor of 
Hermas , are Genuine ;z yet that 
they are generally belicycd to be 


ſo, upon very great Authority, 
and 


(9) 
and with very -good Reaſon, 

Secondly, That therefore, though 
they are- not rcccived as of the 
fame Anthorify with the Canoni- 
cal: Books of the New Teſtament, 
yet they 'ought to have a propor- 
tionable Veneration paid to them, 
both with reſpect to. the Authors 
and to the Writings them(clves. 

Thirdly, That ncxther the Belicf * 
of er Genuine(s hy theſe oo. 
nor the Ref id to them as 
ſuch, does mp leaſt diminiſh 
from the Authority of the New T efta- 
ment, or tend to make the number 
of the Canonical Books Uncertain or 
Precarious. 

L Firft, That though we arc 
not infallibly certain that the E- 
piſtles of Clemens, Ignatius, Polycarp 
and Barnabas, with the Paſtor of 
. Hermas, arc Genuine ; yet that 
they arc generally belicyed to be 
fo, upon very great —_— 

«1 
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and with very Reaſon, | 

r. The lg tipo Clemens to 
IG.” the Corinthians * great 
19% wie ws oe and wotiderful Boiftle, 
CE Ces faith Euſebius, was una- 
Eris tl arſe reed 

ot C. : rece 

© 6. ex Irene, t- 3» 3+ &+ 3» the ancient Church ; 
+ Tarlw 9 tis helous and | read pablickly in 
iti adam x i moſt Churches, both an © 
ls dorhs Orecter 11+ riently, and in his time. 
And that the Epiſtle 
now extant 1s the fame with 
that which was ſo commended 
by the Antixnts, has not been - 
queſtioned by any Learned Man 
theſe many years, and has been .. 

lately proved ar. large by the 
Learned Dofior Wake 1n his Ge- 
nuine Epiſtles of the Apoftolical 
Fathers, and by Grabizs in his 
Spicilegium, p. 261. whom I ſhall 

not now tranſcribe. 

2. That /gnatizs wrote ſcveral 
Ep, 


- paſſage our of his Epiſtle to t 


", = Sw 3.3". & 


_ 
he 5 Hos, 


6.5 
| 1A Tlkoedpry Exſeb. 
to. Polycarp ; Euſebizs 
expreſly teſtifics.z quoting a large , 


Romans, which paſſage 1s now 
extant word 'for:word in that 
Epiſtle, | being publiſhed with the 
reſt abo 


ye-mentioned. - And that 
all the Epiſtles now extant under 
theſe Titles, are the fame with 
thoſe mentioned by the Anticnts ; 
is ſufficiently proved by the very 
Learned Biſhop Pierſor 1n his Vin- 
diciee, Cotelerius, and others: 

3- The Epiſtle of Polycarp to 
to the Philippians, is 
mentioned by { Irenaus * 3 ©3 
that knew him lying, and by 

| Euſebius, 
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nm =: 4 7 ds T Hierom - 
Ry 5 whoſe Te- 
ſtimonies op down at-large by 
Cotelerius 1: need; not tranſcribe : 
And that the. Epiſtle now extant 
under his Name, - at leaftsthe 


L£ 


* See Dr. Wakes Genuine 
Epiſtles, and Coteler, not. 1, 


in Epiſtolas Ignatii- ZE | 
Learning, 

4 The Paſtor of Hermas 15/in- 
conteſtably a moſt anticent 'work, 
bang cited by almoſt all the Pri- 
mitive Fathers. cxtanc, that lived 
in or near the ſecond Century ; 

f L2&4 &6. vis. by T henaus, by 
RI > &<d * Tertullian, by | Ori- . 
7 ha . 8.num. lib. 12. gen, by Clem,  Aletand. 
Mat. Hm. 37. in Luc. ml- GCC. Whoſe Teſtimo- 
-. omar: nies arc ſct down: at 

large by Nico/. de Nourry at the 
end of his Apparatus ad Bibliothe- 


cam maxinam wveterum Patrum, and 


prefixed 


for Jade ment” 


k 
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prefixed to the Oxford Edition of 
Hermas, and to that of Cotelerius. 
Whether the Author of this book 
be. the fame Hermas that is mentio- 
nedby. Sr. Pad, though it is affir- 
mediby many of the beſt and moſt 
judicious writers, yet is it not fo 
certain, "nor of ſuch conſequence, 
that we ſhould be obliged to de- 


fend- it- 


-: '5. The Epiſtle of Barnabas is 
alſo without controverlic antient, 
a work of the Apoſtolick Age, be- 
ing quoted by almoſt 


thers; as you may ſee 5: 
by the Teſtimonics ſet down at 
large, in all the fame Authors 


. with the Teſtimonies concerning 


Hermas. 

Upon theſe great Authorities 
then, though we cannot be abſo- 
lutcly ſure that theſe Writings are 


Genuine, yet we may well con- 
3 | clude 


— » Wb * Clem. Alex. Strom. 2. 
all the * Prumative F a= Strom. "Y orices n—_—_— 
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clude and believe them tobe fo; 
notwithſtanding the ſufpitions 
which ſome have raiſed to the 
contrary. There arc alſo fundry 


other Arguments, which may' be . | 


drawn from the ſimplicity of' the 
ſtile and way of arguing uſed 
in theſe Writings, agreeable to the 
cuſtom of the Age in which they 
arc ſuppoſed to be written; from 
the confornuty of the matters con- 
tained in them, to the Doftrine 
and Diſcipline of thoſe times ; and 
from the cxa&t Agreement of all 
the Quotations of che moſt an- 
tient Authors, to the Copics extant 
at this day : All which taken toge- 


| ther, afford ſo good Reaſon to be- || 


licve theſe Books to be genuine, 
that whoſoever conſiders ' them, 
may very well wonder at the con- 
fidence of Mr. 7. who is plcaſed 
co affirm that 'tis the eafiefl Task 
in the World to prove all theſe Wri- 
| tings 
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tings ſpurious, and fraudulently im- 
ed wpon the credulous. 
IT. Secondly, Though theſe 
Writings arc not' received as of 
the ſame Authority. with the Ca- 
nonical Books: of the New Teſta- 
ment, yet ought they to have a 
' proportionable Yeneration paid to 
them, both with reſpect to the 
Axzthors and to the Writings them- 
. ſelves. 

Clemens was a Companion of 
the Apoſtles, and Ignatius and Po- 
Hearp their immediate Succeſlors ; 
and if the Authors of the Epiſtle 
of Barnabas and of the Paſtor of 
Hermas were not the ſame with 


| the Fllow-Labourers and Con-' ' 


mug. 195) of the Apoſtles, known 
by Names, yet are they ſo 
undeniably antient, (being certain- 
ly of the firſt Age,) as to challenge 
all the reſpe&t that can poſsibly 
be duc to any Writers u 


pon the 
account 


- 
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account of Antiquity. And'as to | 
the Writings themſclves, .though \ 
Mr. T. will not bg perſuaded to ' 

F In his piſcourſe of the Sram with the Learn- 
Authority of the genuine cd Dr. TW, ake, that they 
"an contain the true and pure 
Faith of Chrift, without the. leaff 
Errour intermixt with it ; yet this 
we may be bold to affirm,. that 
in general they arc ſo far from be- 
tray ing either the Ignorance or Su- 
perſtition of their Authors, which 
Mr. T : fo confidently _ charges 
them with,that they contain a ve- 
ry good account of that Dorine 
and Dicipline of the pureſt ages of - 
the Church, which all learned and 
good Chriſtians heartily wiſh | 
could be reſtored at this day. _.- 
., #, The Fpiſtle of Clemens 1s 
ſtiled by Euſebizs , (as I have al- 
- xeady,, obſerved) a great and ad-. 
. mirable Epiſile ; and Was publick- 
ly x69d, in che Chriſtian Churches 
Fs | both 
| a 


4 
Þ 
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; \ both before and in his time : © And 


* indeed it does not at all come 
« ſhort of the higheſt Praiſes which 
* the Ancicnts Lerdties to 1t 4 
* being a Picce compoſed with 
<* ſuch an admirable ſpitit of Love 
*and Charity ; of Zcal towards 
* God, and of concern for the 
* Church ; of che moſt excellent 


- * exhortations delivered with the 


* greateſt plainneſs and ſimplicity 
© of ſpeech, and yet preſſed many 
« times with ſuch moving clo- 
* quence too; that I cannot ima- 
© gin what could have been de- 
« fired in ſuch an Fpiſtle, more 
* proper for the cnd for which it 
* was compoſed ; what could have 
*« been written more becoming an 
« Apoſtolical age, and the Pen of 


* one of the moſt eminent Biſhops - 


« of it: Thus the Learned Dr. 
Wake ne 


9 His 


% 


a * \ 

His making the Scarlet thread | 
hung out by Rahab to the Spics, a 
Type of the Blood of Chrift ; how- 
ever it may Poſlibly ſeem ſtrange 
to ſuch as Mr. 7+ was yct 1n the 
Opinion of the Ancients very a» 
greeable to the Tenour of the 
Scripture, and particularly to that 
Type of the Scarlet Wool, where- 
with the Blood of the Sacrifice: 
was ſprinkled on the People under 
the Law, Heb. g. 19. 

The Hiſtory of the Phenix, 
mentioned in this Epiſtle, 1s con- ; 
feſſedly a Fable. Bur he that con- 
fiders that it was a Story at that 
time generally told and believed,, 
as 7 acitus largely relates ; and that I 
the beſt of Men neyer had any 
aſlurance of being preſerved from 
yulgar and innocent Errors; will 
not be haſty in cenſuring an ex- 
cellent Man, and an excellent 
Book, for making ſuch a yulgar, 

| error 


w— 


hy! 
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{{.crror the Topick of a Popular Ar-- 
gument. 

2. The Epiſtles of Ignatius are 
written indeed in a plain, ſimple; 
and unaffected ſtile ; as are moſt 
of the Books of the Holy Scrip- 

* | tureir (elf : but, whatever Mr. 7. 
C } fays, there is nothing in them ci- 
= | ther of ignorance or Superſtition ; 
C- || unleſs a Firm belief of Divine Re- 
Tt} zelation muſt be eſteemed Igno- 
|} ance, anda ftri Obſervance of the 
X» | Laws of Chriſt is to be called Sz. 
n- I perftition: 


at h One Paſſage indced there is in 
d,. fhis Epiſtle to the Epheſtans, which 
Mr. 1. cannot bur ſmule at: wiz. 
that the Virginity of Mary and her 
delivery, was kept in ſecret from the 
Prince of this World. - But he that 
onfiders the manner of our Sav1- 
our's temptation , - and how the 
Ancients conſtancly, and (in the 

WI B 2 judg- 
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judgment of the very Learned - 
» &ne Diabolum majus * Grotus) not Without 
aliquid_homine in G to gOOd Grounds, denied 
por, confantr no --- Devil we have 
Script joe endl i” Groz. in KNOWN any at 
OI firſt of tho giede My- 
ſtery of the Incarnation , will not 
for this paſſage condemn Ipnati us 
of Tenorance. 

3- The Epiſtle of Polycarp to | 
the Philippiaus 1s a very valuable 
Monument of Antiquity , con- 
taining nothing in it unworthy 

the Character of' ſo 
* *£6 8g imond Naw great a Father. * Te- 
o_ worn ths aus Calls it a moſt com: 


Fats nes pleat Epiſtle ; © out 0 
ers Es. hich they that are care 
ſeb. Hiſt, 1,4 £14. ex Ire- ff of their own Salvati- 
FE on; may learn what wa: 
the Belief of that Apoſtolical M: 
and what the form of ſound Doftrine 
which he delivered in his Preach 


ing. 
4+ Thx 


t 
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4- The Paſtor of Hermas is a 
Book full of yery exccllent Moral 
Inftruftions, delivered for the 
the moſt part in caſic and natural 
Simulitudes; and theſe alſo ex- 
—_; at large to the apprehen- 
on of the mcaneſt capacities: For 
which reaſon, - though it was not 
received into the Canon of Scrip* 
ture, -yet (as Exſebius 
©tcſtifics) it * was judged | I, rhe armani 


Ta, Ii is in dv 
by the. Ancients a moſt 1% 7% vo, inter 3 
xeceſſary Book, eſpecially he rages ens 
for thoſe who were to be waxes inuv dun Nine 
inflrufted in the firſt 70 Fab b4 
Principles of Religion ; . 
and was therefore accordingly read in 
+ Churches: And Origen (who was 
far from bcing an ignorant Man) 
judges it to be a* moſt uſeful Book, ig", 
But Mr. 7. faith it is the filie/t 
Book in the World. Why he ſhould 
chink ſo, I cannot apprehend, un- 
lcfs it be becauſe = arc here 
B 


t 
; 
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and: there ſome . few odd Paſſages 
ſcartered in it, very different. from . 
our way of Writing, 
which perhaps he can ſingle out } 
and: expoſe z And ſo theres hard- 
-ly-any Book cxtant in the World, 
which a witty Man may not curn 
amo ridicule, + 
All the Objections which I 
think have-been hitherto made to 
TOR "_ - Book, arc __ 
BEDS ſunt, in That it contains. 
Conſeaiom altrur 13% doug V jfjoms * The it 
rum Arbitrm, una Paniten- 
vie, Solitude Monaftics, &, rakes too much for Free- 
Sargatorium ab anuontdam Bll + That it aſſigns 10 
Sealers de Script, Apoch,  Exery Man two Angels : 
| Ry That it favours the No- 
vations in allowing but one Repen: 
tance : That: it favours i Monks/b 
Solitude: and,that-it ſpeaks of 'Pure 
gatory. The three firſt of theſe Ob- 
jeRtions we 'ſhall conſider unme- 
> c«aartdly; Burticher three latteriiare 
fo direfly falſe, that one would 
WEL, ; wonder 
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wonder how prejudice could ipoſ- 
, fſibly be ſo ſtrong as to make Men 

ſee in any Author thoſe things, of 
\ which there 1s not the /eaft ſyllable 
or hint in the whole Book. 

That: the YViſrons contained in it 
are fabulous, we ought not to ſay, 
unleſs we be ſure, cither that God 
never afforded any Viſions to the 

1 firſt Chriſtians ; or that theſe Vi- 
| ſions have ſome particular Circum- 
ſtances, which prove that they 
could not come from God. But 
if it were ſo,yct taking that which 
is uſed 1n this Book to be no other 
than a Parabolical way of Wri- 
ting, wherein the Church is intro- 
, | + duccd as repreſenting its own Do- 
&rine and Diſcipline to a Perſon 
in a Viſion; it ought not to be 
ſtiled fabulous, any _ 2 W 
more than * other cms pation, Wo Bn 
Books of that kind | 
which are written 1n our Age. 
p B 4. That 
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That maintaining the freedom 
of Mans Wil,in the ſenſe that Her- . 
2245 aſſerts it, 1s.a good Qbjcftion 
againſt a Book, I ſuppoſe neither 
Mr. T7. nor any Man-<clſe, at this 
time of day, will contend: 

That Hermas afligns to every 
particular Man two Angels, if the 
Titles of the Chapters were of any 
Authority , could not indeed be 
queſtioned. But in the Book it 
ſelf there is no ſuch thing expre/ly 
affirmed : All that the Author 

+ Duo fant nave; ov... Eacre ſays, 1s only in 
homivez utus wquitaris, & general, That * there 
Eats 6. Bot Ui. are two Angels with 
Man ; one of Righteou|: 

neſs, the other of Iniquity ; and that 
when good thoughts 'ariſe in a Mans 
heart, then the Angel of Righteouſ- 
 weſs (that is, ſome good ſpirit) is 
with him ; and when evil thoughts © 

” ariſe in his heart, then the Angel of 
Iniquity, (that is, ſome cyil ſpirit) 
$21.48 | rempts 


(35s) 
tempts him : Which perhaps is no- 
more, than what all Chriſtians 
believe. So: that Core/rrivs in his 
Notes 2 the place, might have 
_ F ns of proving other 
athers to have been of the ſame 
opinion . with Hermas, till he had 
ſhown that theſe words do neceſ- 
ſarily ſignific that Hermas himſelf 
was of that Opinion. 

That Hermas by allowing but 
One Repentance for great and ſcan* 
dalous Crimes, fayours the Nowa- 
tiens, whoſe Herelic conliſted- in 
allowing no other Repentance at eb, 
than that of Bepoiſes is ſo far from 
o__ truc , nc - in | 
words oppolcs Repentance 
to Baptiſm, and ſays more for the 
yalidity and cfficacy of that aftcr- 
Repentance . for Crimes commit- 
ted by Baptized Chriſtians, in this 
one little Boak, than 15to 

be found in all the un 


_ ( 26) 
of the three firſt Centuries put to- 
gether ; inſfomuch that 7ertubian, 
after he turned Montanift, and had 
embraced the Opinion of the No- 
____  wvatiansFexclaims with 
mn cre 6 ns: all imaginable bicter- 
chos_ amat, noo 0: inece. NCIS againſt this Book 
apocrypha & tals judic- for that Very reaſon, 
inde patrona ſociorum. Be . becauſe 1t Was more fa- 
ET vourable than any o- 


'ther Book then extant, in allow- * | 


ing Repentance to Adulterers after 
Baptiſm , which the Novatians 
denied. . . 

... That this Book favours Moxki/b 
Solitude, 1s alſo fo: far . from be- 
ing truc, that on the contrary it 
+ Manda. eyen expreſly allows | Second Mar- 
4 riages, which was more than moſt 
Writers of that Age were willing 

to do. f 
Laſtly, So far is this Writer 
from eſtabliſhing: the Doctrine of 
Purgatory, that there is not. one 
ſyllable. 


( 27) 

ſtable about it wn the whole 
Book: All the places where: he 
ſpeaks of Mens undertaking ma- 
ny hardſhips, and ſo purzing them- 
ſelves from their fins , being. as 
plainly meant of the Penances' to 
be :gone, through, according to 
che: then \cftabliſhed Diſcipline of 
the Church, as *tis poſſible for 
any 'thing to | be. expreſled* by 
words... vatky 4 Dol 

5. : The Epiſtle: of Barnabas 
was very.much eſteemed among | 
the : Antients. : And: though»: 
muſt- 1ndced - be-- contfefled,; :thar 
it contains ſome | very ſtrange 
and allegorical Interpretations of 
Serigture ; yet he that conſiders 
how much that manner of In- 
ecrpretation was antiently in uſe 
among the. Jews in [their Tar- 
gums,” and how-many unportant 
truths were that:.way conveyed, 
ſo-that-rhe 'Apoſtles themſelves 


In 
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in their arguing with the Jews 
did often make uſe of it, as we 
ſee in their uncontroverted Wri- 
tings ; I fay whoſocycr conſiders 
theſe things, will rather chuſe 
modeſtly to ſuſpend his Judg- 
ment, than raſhly to upbraid-thus 
Author with the Terms of fooliſh 


and ridiculors. 


And as to his ſaying that the 
Apoſiles before their Converſion were 
the greateſt ſinners in nature ; thus 
docs not at all rob as of the 4r- 
gument wn to draw from their 
nregrity Simplicity againſt In- 
fidels. For ſuppoſing them to 
have: been never ſo wicked, were 
they the lefs Simple and Illiterate 
for that ?: Or i their Wickedneſs 
before their Converſion any way 
inconſiſtent with their 
after it ? Bur beſides, .theſe W 
might be ſpoken with relation-to 
ſuch fins, as though yery great 
| in 


( 29 ) 
in themſelycs, yet ſincere and well- 
meaning Men might be guilty of 
in- their Ignorance; as St. Paul 
fays of himſelf that before his 
Converſion he was the chief of 
ſinners, in reſpe&t of his blaſphem- 
ing Chriſt and perſecuting Chriſti- 
ans cycntoDeath, for Chriſt sſake. 
In ſhort, though it muſt after 
all be confeſt, that the Authors of 
theſe Writings uſed a plain, 
pular and unpolite Stile ; ;tharhey 
were guilty of ſome Miſtakes, * 
in things wherein the whole world 
at that time erred with them ; (for 
which Mr. T7. 1s pleaſed to (tile 
them Tenorant ;) al. that they de- 
ed a divers things, which tho' 
very agreeable to the ſtritneſs of 
their Diſcipline in the Primutive 
Church, yet "ako preſent times will 
not ſo. wcll bear ; (for which Mr. 
T. calls them Superſtitions z) Tho' 
Thy, all thus myſt be granted ; 
yet 


( 30 ) 


yet ſince in general the Matter of 


theſe Writings 1s ſuch, that nor 
only the Ancients thought fir to 
cite them 1n their Books and read 
them in their Churches, buralfo 
the Learncdſt and moſt Judicious 
Criticks of our own times, as well 
Laicks as thoſe of the Clergy, have 
received them as genuine, and re- 
commended - them as containing 
the true and pure Faith of Chrift ; 
I cannot but think that the very 
great ſcorn and contempt, where- 
with Mr. 7. hath thought fic to 
treat them, 1s a very bold aſſum- 
ing to himſelf, and underyaluing 
the Judgment of the* greateſt 
Men both of the Ancient and Mo- 
dern Church, and conſequently 
a Reflection upon our Religion 
its ſelf 3; and that after all, we 
have yery good Reaſon, as well as 
very great Authority, though not 
to recalyc theſe Writings as * 

nc 


wo OD 
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the ſame Authority with the Ca- 
nonical Books of the New Teſta- 
ment, yet to pay them a proportio- 
nable Veneration, both with reſpect 
to the Axthors and to the Writings 
themſelves. 


HI. Thirdly, Neither the Be- 
licf of the Genuineneſs of theſe 
' Wriings, nor the reſpect paid to 
them as ſuch, does in the leaft 
diminiſh from the Authority of 
the New Teſtament, or tend to 
make the number of the Canoni- 
cal Books uncertain or precari- 


OUS. 

This is the difhculey, on which 
Mr. 7. ſcems particularly to inſiſt, 
as if it were impoſſible for thoſe 
who. believe the Genuinenefſs of 
theſe Writings to give any tolera- 
ble reaſon why = do not "ad- 
mit them into the Canon of the 


o—— - 
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ral others, which are now receiv'd : 
And therefore I ſhall indeavour to 
be ſfomewhar more cxact and' par-' 
ticular in giving an Anſwer to 


it 
-x. Firſt then, tho' we have great 
Reaſon to belicye theſe to ' 
be Genuine, yet hayewe not the 
ſame certainty of it, as we have of 


ceiy'dinto the Canon of theN.Te+ * 
ſtament. The Books of the New Te- 
ftament , as it might be proved of 
cycry one of them particularly, 
were reccived at their firſt coming 
forth as bcing written by Divine 
 Inſpiratigg, and were quoted as - 
ſuch by Ireneus and others of the 
Ancienteſt Fathers : And though 
upon occafion of ſome Diſputes 
that aroſc afterwards among Chr- 
ſtians, the Authoricy of ſome few 
of thoſe Books came to be called 


in Queſtion ; ( not $0 ſpeak at 


the Genuineneſs of the Books re- + 


S » 
preſent of thoſe Hercticks, the Ce- 
rinthians, Marcionites, Manichees, 
and others, who rejected whatſo- 

' ever made againſt their ablurd 
Opinions z) yct thoſe tew Queſts 
ohed Books were fo tar trom be- 

 1ng (as Mr. 7. falſcly aflerts) reje- 

. tied a long time by all Chriflians ab 

moſt with univerſal conſent,that even 
- thoſe Books were not only kept 
. Entire from the beginning, bur (as 
Exſebius cxpreſly teſtt- 


4 Traciues S* ty Shine ms 


flies) were * owned by mis. —— Jae 3 
TAH 4 
moft Doctors of the Jorma, wit Las 
urch, and were all , NO why rp 
along read rogcther KEV, batt ') TAAMal 6 Fans 
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F$, with che other Scrip- 
tures ; and art laſt, up- 
on the full and exact examination 
of all Circumſtances, the marter - 
being put out of Queſtion, they 
were unanimouſly received, as 
well by thoſe Churches where 
they were doubted before, as by 
& C 


att 


$ 
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all other Chriſtian Churches, into 
the Canon of Scripture z; and ſo 
have been continued eyer fince by 
univerſal conſent, and by the un- 
intercuptced Succeſſion of Chriſti- 
ans in all Ages. Whereas of thoſe 
Writings which we are now ſpea- 
king of, that which 1s the leaſt 
controyerted, viz. *the Epiſtle of 
Clemens, was for many Ages 
__ to. be utterly loſt : and 
though upon its appearing again, 
the beſt Cciticks "ks "World 
thought they had good reaſon to 
pronounce it Genuine ; yet they 
could not be ſo ſurc that it was 
free from corruption and interpo- 
lation, as we arc of thoſe Writings 
which were never loſt. And now 
this Argument 1s of peculiar force 
* againſt Mr. 7, For it he thinks, as 
he ſays, that he can with all the 


eaſe in the World prove theſe. 


Writings ſpurious 3 (which not- 
with- 
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(29 : 
withſtanding his vain boaſt, he 
will ncyer be able to perform 3) 
he may at leaſt allow thoſe, who 
do not doubt but they are Genu- 
inc, yet not to adyance them a- 
bove their "own rank, and place 
them among thoſe which by the 
Univerſal Church have been re- 
ceived into the Canon of the New 
Teſtament. 


2. Secondly, Though tlie rmat- 
ter of cheſe Writings be ſuch, as 
that they do therefore deſerve very 
great veneration and reſpect z yet 
is there plainly ſomething humane, 
ſomcthing of infirmity, ſomething 
of fallibility m them, for which 
they are with all reaſon thought 
infcrior to the Writings of the 
Apoſtles. And this Argument is 
alſo peculiarly ſtrong againſt Mr. 
T. For if he thinks, as he fays, 
that he can with all che caſe in the 

C 2 World 
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World ſhow the Jgnorance and Su- 
. per/tition of the Authors of theſe 
Writings ; well may he allow 
thoſe, who ſo far differ from him 
in this, as to think they deſerve 
the high Character of Primitive, 
Holy, and Apoſtolical Men, yer 
not topreſume to equal them with 
the Apoſtles themſelves. 


3- Thirdly, When we have 
made the beſt judgment of things, 
that we can poſſibly at this di. 
ſtance of time, we cannot after 
all bur pay ſome deference to the 
judgment of the Ancients, eſpect- 
ally when aſſembled in a Council; ' 
and allow them to judge ſotne- 
what better in the Ages next after 
our Saviour, what Writings were 
of Authoriry to be made the Stan- 
dard and Rule of Faith, than we 
can after 17500 hundred 'ycars : 
Eſpecially fince of the doubted 
Books, 


(37) 

Books, which were ſometime read 
promiſcuouſly with the uncontro- 
verted , 'tis' plain-they received | 
ſuch only into the Canon, whoſe 
ſtile, matter, and agreement 
with the reſt of the Apoſtolical 
Writings, do ſufhciently prove 
them to have judged wiſcly and 
upon good Grounds. But this 
Argument is of no force with 
Mr. T. 


4. Fourthly, Therefore, and 
which 1sa direct deciſion of this 
Queſtion,l add,that thetrue reaſon 
why ſuch a certain and deternu- 
nate number of Writings are re- . 
ceived as the Canon of Scripture, 
that is, as an Authoritative Rule 
of Faith and Manners, 1s becauſe 
they were written by the Apoſtles 
themſelves, (who arc acknowledg- 
ed to have been guided by an 1n- 
fallible Spirit,) or which is all one, 
C 3 Were 


q We * . 


(38) 
were diflated, .reviewed and appro- 
ved by them or ſome of them. _ All 
the Books of the New Teſtament, 
except the Goſpels of St. Mark, 
and St. Luke, and the As of. the 
Apoſiles, arc therefore revcived as 
Canonical , becauſe the Church 
upon undoubted Grounds be- 
lieves- them to be written immedi- 
ately by the Apoſtles themſelves 
and theſe three Books are there- 


* fore received as Canonical like- 


Pap. 48. 


| files of Clemens and Barnabas, w 


wiſe, becauſe we believe them to 
have been difated, reviewed and 
approved by ſome of the Apoſtles. 
And this is a plain and direct rca- 
ſon, though Mr. 7. is ſo modeſt 
to ſay he never heard of it, why 
the Writings of St. Mark and Sr. 
Luke, who were only Compani- 
ons of the Apoſtles, are received 
among the Canonical Writings 
of the Apoſtles ; and yet the Ept 


were: 
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were Fellow-labourers with the 
« Apoſtles, are not. And that this 
1s- indeed the, true reaſon , why 
ſame Books are received as of in- 
fallible Authority, and others not; 
may be ſtfhciently proved to any 
unprejudiced perſon, from what 
we find in the Ancients concern- 
ing this matter. That al Books ac- 
_ knowledged ta be written by the 
Apoſtles, were always received as of 
wnqueſtionable Authority, 1s evident. 
The Queſtion concerning any 
doubted Book, being, not whe- 
ther the Writing of an 4poſtle 
ſhould be reccived as of good Au- 
thority or not, but whether that 
"| © Writing ſaid to be an Apoſtle's, 
were indeed the Wr-ting of him 
whoſe name it bore. That the 
reaſon why the Writings of St. Mark 
and St. Like were always received 
as of certain Authority, was not bc- 
cauſe they were Contemporaries 
C 4 with 
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with the Apoſtles, (for ſo were 
Clemens and Hermas, and Barna- 
bas,) but becauſe their "Writings 
were particularly approved and 
authorized by the Apoſtles, 1s 
plain from Exſebius ; who'tclls us 
cxpreſly that St. Peter received and 


; . approved the Goſpel of 

* Kueo Sai Tt Thy Y E7glu X * 
es *aTbGar F emnAnol aus. 1. St. Mark, and that * it 
dM: was this approbation that 


authorized it to be received by the 
ei lp Churthes : In hke man- 
*F1.Jy « LOOK yh 

oy nat” GvTIR tuzy yan ncr, T T hat St. John re - 

= ory ay viewed all the Goſpels, 

pany, Exivney ev; ©? and confirred the truth 
Magrvenmay mts |. 3. C24. ' 

of them : Ireneus like- 

* Marcus TY" Th wiſc tells us * that what 

k s Peirt, i er'o ” 

annonces ot edidit. yt. Mark wrote, w45 dt 

OS Aated by St. Peter ; and 

Lncas ſeftaror . Paull, 
— ab Ao ——_ chat 1 the Goſpe 4 of St. 
_—_— in Libro con» Luke Was only a4 Tran' 
dit, [id. . . 

| ſeript of St. Paul's Prea- 

ching : St. Paul himfelf plainly rc- 

fers to It, x Cor» 15. 5. where de- 

claring 


claring unto the Corinthians the 148 
« Goſpel which he had before Prea- 
he-purs them in mind how 
that Chriſt roſe from the dead accor- 
ding to the Scriptures, and that he 
was ſeen of Cephas, Gc. which ap» | 
pearance of our Saviour to Peter, * | 
15 no vyhere mentioned but 1n | 
Saint Luke's Goſpel, Luke 24. 34- 
And in the firſt Epiftle ro 77- 
mothy 5. 18. he quotes it with the KR 
expreſs Title of Scripture ; The " 
Scripture ſaith, The Labourer is | 
worthy of his Hire ; which words | 
are no where found in Scripture, «2 
but in St. Luke's Goſpel, Luke 10. 
». 7. So that 'tis, without great 
"JI  reafon, that Learned Men have 
judged it to be St. Lake's Goſpel, 
which the Apoſtle calls his own 
Goſpel, 2 Tim. 2. 8. and clſewherc. 
And then for the As of the Apo- 
files;'tis plain they arc an Account 
of St. Paul's Trayels, * written 329%, 
before [ 


| ( 42) | 
before his Death ; ſo chat they 
are with all reaſon believed tohave » | + 
been approved by hum ;and ifthey 
* Sunt enim Afta $47 WETE not,” yct * being | 
. x&- cjus operis x6y-& cujus anciently the ſame 
mpw my Abor 


ſuum ag- 


Ns Donne. aA: Book vvith thic Goſpel 


poſtea ho divulſe- 
runt, modes i of Sr. Luke, chey vyecre 


fum, 0b locorm em Undoubtedly revievved 
| Smparatonem Erangcia by Str. Fohn, together 
& ab ARis ſecernere. - Dod- vvith if, and their Au- 
well Diflerats: 8.99 thority vyas hardly c- 
yer, that I knoyy of, called in que- ' 

.  ſtion by any, but 

of V6 Tet a. T Marcton the Heretick, 
Laſtly, That no other 

? Books, however written by the Con- 
temp"raries of the Apoſtles were vecei- 
ved by the Ancients as of infallible ' || 
and deciſive Authority in matters of 
Diſpute, 1s evident. Euſebius tells 
us expreſly that the Authority of 
che Epiſtle to the Hebrews vvas 
queſtioned by ſome, not becauſe 
they doubted whether it was writ- 


cen 


| 
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oo. in: wt Age wg the Apoſtles, 

(for that they could not « -,, vw. wt 
not,) but * becauſe the Eero 00 Fratalr 
Church of * Rome cvrbs dow puns Ghomrng, 
thought it not to be '« ** 
written byiSt. Paxl. The Paſtor of , 
Hermas alſo (as F the 
ſame Author tells us) 
was eſteemed ſo much as to be 


read publickly in Churches and 


+ Idem ibidem. 


*per never received as of infallible 


Authority:NayOrigen gocs farther, 
& thinks it tobe nor only a z/eful 
Book, but written * &+ , | 
ven with ſome degree mini iyihs vides, & ur 
of Inſpiration ; and yet 5;;g; — oe he 
{ impoſes it not upon 2m jimenteriprura il 


\any one to be recely- Hom. 8, in Nu 1. 


cd as Scripture. 
In likemanner the Epiſtle of C/e- 
mens , though the moſt unque-__ 
ſtionable Piece in all Antiquiy, .. ;z 
and ( as Euſebius Stiles it) * «row = 
Nonpirn Tees m0, Yet It IS by the 15% y 
ſame 


b. 3. 
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ſame Author F elſewhere reckon- 
ed up among the A 

Pieces : that is, as Coftlerivs well 
obſerves, not that any one doubt- 
ed of its Genuineneſs or Excel- 
lency, but only that they would 
not reckon it among the Books 
m1s Seas yexe?s, to Which Exſebius 
there oppoſes it. 


The Truth is, the unqueſtion-, 


cd Works of the Apoſtles were 
not anciently (as Mr. Dodwel con- 
feſles) kept in a diſtin&t Book from 
the Apocryphal, but read and 
cited promiſcouſly with the Works 
of their immediate Succeflors : 
But then *tis alſo certain, that as 


unqueſtioned Works of the Apo-* 


{tles,whenever they were cited were 


looked' upon by all as infallible 
and deciſive ; fo the other Picces, 


whulft they were quoted and urged: 


by ſome, might as freely be de- 
nied or not yiclded to by others. 
Vainly 


\ 


-/ 
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. YVainly therefore doth Mr. 7. 
6bjc&t, That they who believe the 
Epiſtle of Clemens and the reſt to 

genuine, cannot give any reaſon 
why they do not admit it into the 
Canon of Scripture. And as falſly * 
docs he infinuate, that the Eſta- 
bliſhment of that Canon is uncer-, 
tain and precarious. Could it be 

© proved, That the Epiſtles of James 
and of Peter, and of Jude, or any 
of them, were not written by thoſe 
whoſe Names they bear ; we ſhould 
indeed be obliged to reject them : 
And could the Preaching and Re- 
velation of Peter be proved to be 

' | * genuine, we ſhould be obliged to 
receive them into the Canon of 
the New Teſtament. Bur ſo far 
is it from being truce, That the 
Preaching and Revelation of Peter 
were ſo receiv'd by the Ancients, 
as by more than « parity of Reaſon, 
to claim admiſſion into the Ca- 

' non 
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(BEL, a 
non with his ſecond Epiſtle, and 
the reſt of the ſome *rime que- 
tioned Books , that on the con- 
crary theſe Pieces (beſides the ar- 
« guments that may be drawn from 
the Writings themſelves) were 
vos 6136 Teceived by fo few of 
rh an m- the Ancients;as to make 


y, ud" wc os ago» : n 
nic ious a = * Enſebins think , _ 
Z «v, * . 
545 +5 i (though inthat indeed 
Pe eons i he was miſtaken,) that 
wala. Hift. 1 3-£.3- they vvere never quo- 


ted by any of the Ancients at all. 
What Mr. 7. has invidiouſly 
urged about the Divifions among 
the Fathers, and their want of 
exactneſs in their Reaſonings, I 
ſuppoſe will not move thoſe, who 
know that | ruth is never the leſs 
ſuch tor being ſurrounded with 
a multitude of Errors ; and that 


Men did not then write in a Nice |. 


and Scholaſtick way, but in a 
. plain and unpole le, muxing 


*- "oo" > LY I. 
|  £ -" - 


Argee: 


is 


| E 


#0 % 


$9946 
"4247 ) 
Arguments, Similitudes and Iluftra- 
tions prothiſcouſly, which is the 
way of repreſenting things po- 
pularly, and to mcan Capact 
a... | 
Thus I have indeavowed to give 
a ſbort Anſwer to the Difficulties 
which Mr.T. has with great freedom © 
propoſed : Hoping that what I have 
« || © here very briefly and with Submiſ- 
ſion hinted, may give occaſion to 
ſome abler and more learned Pen, 
to treat of this Matter with that 
largeneſs and clearneſs, with which 
ſo great a Point well deſerves to 
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be handled. 
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BOOKS ſold by James 
Knapton, at tha Crown 


#n St. Paul's Church- 
- Yard. 


C Apt. William Dampier's New Voyage tound the World; 


Cape Vere, t 
Coaſls of Chili, 


Beſeriving 


Peru, k 


icularly, the I/ſtbmuus of Americe, ſe 8 
FNands i he Weſt-Indies, the Iſles of 


by Terra del Fuego, the South-Seg 
c. thelſle of Guam one of the LE 


drones, Mindanao, and other Philippine and Eaſt-India [- 
Nlands, near Cambedia, China, &c. New H Sumatra, 
Nicobar Wes ; the Cape of Good Hope, and Santa Helens. 
Their Soil, Rivers, Harbours, Plants, Animals, &c: 
Their Cnſtoms, Religion, Government, Trade,&Fec. Vol. I. 
Iliuſtrated with particular Maps and Draughts, The 4th Z- 
dition CorreFed. 


Three Parts, viz. 1. 


the Word, deſcribing the Countries of Tonquin, Achin, Ma» <« 


His Voyages and Deſcriptions. . Vol. Il. In 


A Supplement of the Voyage round 


Laces, bc. their ProduRt, Inhabitants, Mancers, Trade, 


Policy, oc. 


2. Two Voyages to Campeachy ; with a 


ion | of the Coaſts, Produft, Inhabitants, Log- 


wood-cutting, Trade, (7c. of Jucatan, Campeachy 


, New- 


Spain, &c,--3- A Diſcourſe of Trade-Winds, 


Storms, Seaſons of the Year, Tides 


Torrid Zone 


e 


Carrenats of the 


the Worid: With an Account of 


Natal in Africh,, its Produ@, Negroes, &c. l1lluſtrated 


with particular 


Is? | 


& General IND 
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